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The best of the  
West Mediterranean

–
By Miriam Cain

When a film is up for an Oscar, you know it’s something 
worth seeing. The same is true of travel destinations. 
With that in mind, SEA+I’s charter experts bring you the 
leading nominations for the West Mediterranean

The West 
Mediterranean has 
been luring visitors 

for centuries, but 
it was not until 

the 1950s that it 
became populated 

with yachts. The 
best-loved cruising 

ground in the world, 
it is particularly busy 

between July and 
August. In all the 

key areas there are 
large marinas and 

the most celebrated 
spots lie between St 

Tropez and Monaco, 
as well as Porto 

Cervo, Capri and the 
Balearics. Camper & 
Nicholsons’ charter 
itineraries can take 
you to all these, but 

can also steer you 
away from the  

crowds to 
discover the more 

peaceful and 
scenic anchorages.

And the  
nominations are…

Na Foradada,  
Mallorca, Balearics
–
“Na Foradada is, in 
my opinion, one of 
the most enchanting 
anchorages in the 
Balearics, particularly 
at sunset when 
you will be treated 
to an illuminated 
view of the wild and 
untouched Sierra 
de Tramontana 
mountains. The beach 
restaurant opens 
intermittently, so 

A
nchorages

–
The chic coastlines 
of the West 
Mediterranean 
are where luxury 
yacht charter first 
began in the middle 
of the last century, 
and still today they 
provide the perfect 
combination of 
effortless charm and 
elegance. From the 
glamorous seafront 
towns of the Côte 
d’Azur and the 
Amalfi Coast to the 
sophisticated islands 
of the Balearics, 
Corsica and Sardinia, 
the shorelines of the 
West Mediterranean 
have undeniable 
cruising appeal.

–
Days on charter can 
be spent lazing on 
deck before stepping 
ashore to discover 
chic restaurants, 
bars and casinos 
amid medieval 
villages and rural 
landscapes. 
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Aboard ashore

Above
–
The Corsican coastline;  
St Florent, Corsica

you’ll need to check 
for signs of life with 
your binoculars 
before taking  
the tender ashore.”  
Anne Sterringa, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Palma

Las Salinas, Ibiza, 
Balearics
–
“Anchor in front of Las 
Salinas — a beautiful 
beach not far from 
Ibiza Town. The 
Jockey Club here is a 
favourite hang-out  
for the jet set.”  
Anne Sterringa, charter 

broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Palma

Espalmador,  
Formentera, 
Balearics
–
“The magnificent 
anchorage of 
Espalmador lies off 
a small uninhabited 
island to the north 
of Formentera. It is 
well protected from 
the elements and is 
blessed with clear 
waters and pure white 
sands. Take the tender 
or swim ashore and 
bathe in the natural 

mud baths at the  
heart of the island.”  
Sandra Artiach, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Palma

Bay d’Agay, Côte 
d’Azur
–
“The horseshoe-
shaped Bay d’Agay, 
between St Tropez 
and Nice, is a pretty, 
natural harbour 
fringed by beaches.  
It’s a peaceful 
anchorage and an 
ideal spot for an 
afternoon of  
water sports.” 

Tandy Demarchelier,  
charter broker, Camper 
& Nicholsons Antibes

Santa Manza, Corsica
–
“The sheltered 
anchorage of Santa 
Manza is on Corsica’s 
southern coastline, 
a short hop from the 
stunning harbour 
of Bonifacio. The 
narrow bay is deeply 
indented and lies just 
across from Sardinia’s 
Maddalena Islands.”  
Pierre Hurel, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Monaco



effect  is achieved 
by arriving before 
sunrise so that guests 
awake in the bay to 
a stunning vista of 
rugged hills, cliffs 
and gorges at the 
water’s edge. The 
area is virtually free 
of artificial light and, 
as a nature reserve, is 
great for diving and 
snorkelling.”  
Captain Paul Baines 
of the 45.72m (149’1) 
Perfect Persuasion,  
10 guests from 
€100,000 per week

Golfe de Santa  
Manza, Corsica
–
“The Golfe de Santa 
Manza lies on the 
southeast tip of 
Corsica some ten 
miles south of Porto 
Vecchio, close to the 
Bonifacio strait, and 
provides good shelter 
in strong westerlies. 
This anchorage is a 
beautiful inlet with 
a sandy, shallow 
bottom. It is heavily 
wooded to most 
aspects and has some 
beautiful isolated 
beaches and even a 
lagoon at its northern 
extremity.”  
Captain Paul Baines 
of the 45.72m (149’1) 
Perfect Persuasion,  
10 guests from 
€100,000 per week

Maronti Beach,  
Ischia, Amalfi Coast
–
“One of the best 
places to sample the 
therapeutic benefits 
of Ischia’s thermal 
waters and volcanic 
mud is on Maronti 

beach. Anchor in the 
bay off the island’s 
south coast and head 
ashore to bathe in 
thermal pools carved 
from rock.” 
Tina Montzka, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Antibes

Li Galli, Amalfi Coast
–
“Enjoy an afternoon 
of water-sports 
anchored at Li Galli: 
one of Positano’s 
off-lying islets where, 
according to Homer, 
the Sirens lived.”
Cristabel Nye, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholson London

Stromboli,  
Lipari Islands, Italy
–
“Anchor far off the 
Lipari island of 
Stromboli just north 
of Sicily and you will 
be treated to nature’s 
own firework show. 
Stromboli’s active 
volcano has been 
in a state of near-
continuous eruption 
for 2,000 years.”  
Diana L Brody, charter  
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Palm Beach

Panarea,  
Lipari Islands, Italy
–
“As a child I spent my 
summer holidays 
in the Lipari Islands 
(also known as the 
Aeolian Islands) and 
I still enjoy sailing 
there today. The seven 
volcanic islands in the 
southern part of the 
Tyrrhenian Sea are 
uniquely beautiful 
and boast a wealth 

of history, wonderful 
swimming waters, 
stunning views, 
mountain and coastal 
paths galore, heavenly 
cuisine and the finest 
dessert wine. 

“The Aeolian 
Islands remain 
fairly unknown 
beyond Italy and 
are surprisingly 
unspoiled outside  
the peak month  
of August. Each of 
the islands has its 
own atmosphere, 
hospitality and 
charm. My favourite 
is Panarea. The 
smallest and the 
most fashionable of 
the seven islands, 
it attracts the 
international jet set 
during the summer. 
Drop anchor and 
spend the day bathing  
in turquoise water.”  
Captain Gianluca 
Orlando of the 35.1m 
(115’1) Aime Sea,  
8 guests from  
€48,000 per week

Ustica, Sicily
–
“The Island of Ustica, 
off the north coast 
of Sicily, is a fine 
anchorage. We once 
anchored off the  
south side, stern to the 
rocks and very close 
to a big cave in the 
cliffs. It was great.  
The guests could 
snorkel inside this 
incredible sea cave 
just a few metres  
from our stern.”  
Captain Glenn 
Shephard of the 54m 
(177’) Parsifal III,  
12 guests from 
€195,000 per week
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St Florent +  
Bonifacio, Corsica 
–
“Some of my favourite 
anchorages are 
around Corsica. 
Bonifacio, in the 
southern part of 
the island, is unique 
with its fortress town 
high up on the cliff 
overlooking the straits 
on one side and the 
fjord-like port on 
the other. St Florent 
on the north coast 
is the place to go for 
swimming creeks and 
secluded bays.”  
Captain Glenn 
Shephard of the 54m 
(177’) Parsifal III,  
12 guests from 
€195,000 per week

Golfe de Girolata, 
Corsica
–
“Anchoring in 
Corsica can either 
be frustrating or 
immensely rewarding 
— depending on where 
you are. The East coast 
has very few attractive 
anchorages in the 
south, while the West 
coast has many bays 
and beaches that are 
incredibly attractive 
but always at risk from 
the dreaded Mistral 
and the swell it brings.

Making landfall 
in Corsica from the 
north, I find the Golfe 
de Girolata is always 
a tremendous hit 
with guests. Located  
south-southwest of 
Calvi, this spacious 
anchorage  
has good holding and 
is easily approached 
from seaward at night.

I find the greatest 

This page from top
–
Bay d’Agay, Côte d’Azur;  
The 54 metre Parsifal III; 
Li Galli on the  
Amalfi Coast

Opposite page, 
clockwise from top
–
Sa Calobra, Mallorca;  
Pampelonne Beach  
on the Côte d’Azur;  
Santa Giulia, Corsica
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Aboard ashoreBeaches

Many of the West 
Mediterranean 
beaches draw a 

crowd, but away 
from these well-

known pockets  
of commercialism 

are scenic coves. 
From the black 

volcanic sands of the 
Lipari Islands to the  

white beaches of 
the Balearics, many 

of these stunning 
beaches are only 

accessible by private  
yacht, making them 

wonderfully private.

And the  
nominations are…

Cala Tuent,  
Mallorca, Balearics
–
“Anchor off Cala 
Tuent on Mallorca’s 
west coast to escape 
the crowds. The 
beach is surrounded 
by mountains and 
pines and the coves 
are perfect for 
kayaking.”  
Anne Sterringa, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Palma

Sa Calobra,  
Mallorca, Balearics
–
“The pebbled-beach 
of Sa Calobra sits 
between two huge 
cliff faces. Best 
approached from the 
sea, it is a spectacular 
anchorage.”
Tina Montzka, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholson Antibes

Pampelonne Beach,  
Côte d’Azur
–
“Anchor off 
Pampelonne Beach 
near St Tropez. 

Though crowded, this 
infamous stretch of 
sand is impressive.” 
Sussie Kidd, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Antibes

Pevero Beach, 
Sardinia
–
“Sardinia’s best-
known beach is the 
sweeping Liscia Ruja 
but if you want soft, 
bright white sands 
try Pevero. Isola di 
Mortorio and Portu 
Li Coggi are backed 
by smooth grey 
boulders.” 

Molly Browne, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons London

Santa Giulia, Corsica
–
“Just south of Porto 
Vecchio is Santa 
Giulia beach. With its 
blue waters and soft 
white sand it would 
be more at home 
in the Caribbean, 
although expect 
Mediterranean-sized 
crowds.” 
Molly Browne,  
charter broker,  
Camper & Nicholsons 
London
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And the  
nominations are…

Es Cranc, Menorca, 
Balearics
–
“This is the best place 
to sample the local 
speciality: caldereta 
de langosta  (lobster 
stew).”  
Anne Sterringa, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Palma

Bens d’Avall,  
Mallorca, Balearics
–
“Bens d’Avall is 
located at the water’s 
edge and offers 
striking views over 
the Tramuntana 
mountains.  
The cuisine served 
here is a combination 
of Mallorquin and 
French.”  
Anne Sterringa, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Palma

Es Moli de Sal,  
Formentera, 
Balearics
–
“Es Moli de Sal is the 
most emblematic 
restaurant on the 
small island of 
Formentera. Only 
a few metres from 
the beach and 
surrounded by 
Las Salinas natural 
park, this is the 
place to enjoy fresh 
local cuisine amid 
stunning scenery.”  
Anne Sterringa, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Palma

La Fortaleza, Cap 

Rocat, Mallorca, 

Balearics

–
“The spectacular 
Hotel Cap Rocat is set 
in a former military 
fortress on the  
cliffs of Mallorca’s 
south coast 
overlooking the Bay  

When it comes to 
dining ashore, the 

restaurants, family 
run bistros and 

tavernas of the West 
Mediterranean 

are an integral 
part of any charter. 

Dominating French 
cuisine along the 

sun-soaked French 
Riviera are a handful 

of superchefs, 
the likes of Joël 

Robuchon and Alain 
Ducasse, but don’t 

miss the culinary 
treats to be had at 
local,  low-profile 

establishments. 
Italy’s beautiful 

Amalfi Coast 
is also famous 

for its excellent 
restaurants, as are 

the Balearics,  
which serve 

everything from 
traditional cuisine to  

delicious tapas.

of Palma. Enjoy 
sunset cocktails in 
traditional tents on 
the terrace before 
dining in the gourmet 
fortress restaurant, 
La Fortaleza. 
Reservations are 
required.”  
Anne Sterringa, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Palma

La Colombe d’Or, 
St-Paul- 
de-Vence, Côte 
d’Azur
–
“Set in the medieval 
hilltop village of St 
Paul de Vence, this 
iconic gastronomic 
venue has an 
extraordinary 
ambience. Dine in 
front of original works 
of art by Picasso, 
Matisse and Braque 
while enjoying 
authentic Provençale 
cuisine. Reservations 
are essential. Contact 
restaurant manager 
François Roux.”  
Sussie Kidd, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Antibes 

La Palme d’Or, Hotel 
Martinez Cannes,  
Côte d’Azur
–
“The two-Michelin 
starred La Palme d’Or 
is set on the Cannes 

Croisette where it 
offers panoramic 
views of the bay from 
its terrace. The menu 
is a combination 
of styles borrowed 
from chef Christian 
Willer, who originally 
established the 
restaurant, and 
resident 
chef Christian 
Sinicropi. The result 
is part Willer’s 
traditional style 
and part Sinicropi’s 
contemporary fusion 
inspiration.”  
Cristabel Nye, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons London

Eden Roc Pavilion, 
Hôtel  
du Cap-Eden-Roc, 
Antibes, Côte d’Azur
–
“You can dine on the 
terrace of the Eden 
Roc Pavilion while 
overlooking your 
yacht anchored 
alongside in Cap 
d’Antibes. Set on the 
edge of the Hôtel du 
Cap-Eden-Roc, this is 
a quintessential Côte 
d’Azur experience 
made unforgettable 
by the Mediterranean 
cuisine of  
chef Arnaud Poette. 
Reservations are 
essential. Contact 
restaurant manager 

Lorenzo Milani.”  
Tina Montzka, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Antibes

Le Festival de la Mer,  
Juan-les-Pins, Côte 
d’Azur
–
“Le Festival de la 
Mer in Juan-les-Pins 
is a popular spot for 
those wanting to 
dine alongside locals. 
It serves excellent 
fruits de mer (oysters, 
clams, raw shellfish).” 
Tandy Demarchelier,  
charter broker, Camper  
& Nicholsons Antibes

Spoon, St Tropez,  
Côte d’Azur
–
“At the heart of the St 
Tropez gastronomic 
scene is Alain 
Ducasse’s acclaimed 
Spoon. Dishes 
draw on southern 
European and North 
African influences. 
Reservations are 
essential. Contact 
restaurant manager 
Julien Bidault.” Pierre 
Hurel, charter broker, 
Camper & Nicholsons 
Monaco

L’Escale, St Tropez,  
Côte d’Azur
–
“L’Escale, in the port of  
St Tropez, has 
excellent seafood, 
good service and 
a typical St Tropez 
ambience.”  
Tandy Demarchelier,  
charter broker, Camper  
& Nicholsons Antibes

Chez Bruno, Lorgues, 
 Côte d’Azur
–
“For the ultimate 
truffle gastronomy, 
head inland to 
Restaurant Bruno. 
This family run 
establishment is set 
on an olive estate 
and your charter 
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From top left
–
Le Louis XV in  
Monaco;  Cap Rocat in  
Mallorca houses La 
Fortaleza restaurant

broker can request 
permission for a 
helicopter landing if 
your yacht has one 
on board. Dine on 
the terrace or in the 
wood-panelled  
dining room.” 
Tandy Demarchelier,  
charter broker, Camper  
& Nicholsons Antibes

La Chèvre d’Or, Eze,  
Côte d’Azur
–
“With two Michelin 
stars to its name, La 
Chèvre D’Or serves up 
a treat, but the setting 
of this restaurant has 
earned it as much 
fame as its celebrated 
cuisine. Located in a 
château in a medieval 
cliffside village, it 
affords spectacular 
views over the 
Mediterranean. Meals 
can be enjoyed on 
the terrace or in the 
garden.”
 Sussie Kidd, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Antibes

Le Louis XV and Le 
Grill, Hotel de Paris, 
Monaco
–
“The most exclusive 
hotel in the Côte 
d’Azur, Hotel de 
Paris is home to 
several fine dining 
establishments, 
including Alain 
Ducasse’s outstanding 
three-Michelin 
starred Le Louis XV. 
Also at the hotel is 
Le Grill, helmed by 
Franck Cerutti and 
Jean-Philippe Borro. 
Reservations are 
essential. Contact 
Michel Lang for  
Le Louis XV, and 
Jean–Marc Ayme  
for Le Grill.”
Vanessa Morlot, 
charter broker,  
Camper & Nicholsons 
Antibes

Joël Robuchon,  
Hôtel Metropole, 
Monaco
–
“Joël Robuchon and 

Christophe Cussac 
bring inventive 
Mediterranean 
cuisine to the table at 
the Hôtel Metropole. 
The culinary duo 
also guide the team at 
the hotel’s Japanese 
restaurant Yoshi, and 
will be expanding the 
gastronomic scene 
this summer with a 
new restaurant near 
the pool area.”
Vanessa Morlot, 
charter broker,  
Camper & Nicholsons 
Monaco

Da Pina, Panarea, 
Lipari Islands, Italy
–
“Step ashore on 
Panarea for what  
I consider to be the 
best restaurant in  
the Lipari Islands,  
Da Pina, along with 
one of the most 
beautiful hotels,  
Raya, where you  
can watch the sun set 
over neighbouring 
Stromboli.”  

Captain Gianluca 
Orlando, 35.1m (115’1) 
Aime Sea, 8 guests 
from €48,000 per 
week.

Aurora, Capri, Italy
–
“This is the place to 
see and be seen in 
Capri. It’s fantastic!” 
Suzette McLaughlin,  
charter broker,  
Camper & Nicholsons 
Palm Beach

Mamma Santina 
Hotel, Salina,  
Lipari Islands,  
Italy
–
“My favourite Salina 
restaurants include 
Mamma Santina, and 
Capo Faro: a hotel in 
a vineyard. Views 
over the surrounding 
island archipelago are 
unbeatable.”  
Captain Gianluca 
Orlando, 35.1m (115’1) 
Aime Sea,  
8 guests from  
€48,000 per week
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And the  
nominations are…

Mood Beach,  
Mallorca, Balearics
–
“Cool by day, hot by 
night, Mood Beach is 
a luxury club where 
you can lounge  
poolside or dance 
beneath the stars.”  
Anne Sterringa, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Palma

Beach Club Gran 
Folies, Mallorca, 
Balearics
–
“Located in a 
beautiful bay near 
Andraitx, Gran Folies 
is a perfect spot from 
which to watch the 
world go by. With a 
restaurant, spa and 
salt-water pool, it is 
ideal for families.” 
Anne Sterringa, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Palma

Gecko Beach 
Club, Formentera, 
Balearics
–
“Combining serenity 
with an upbeat vibe 
on Formentera’s 
Migjorn Beach, the 
Gecko Beach Club has 
a large pool area with 
a Tiki-style poolside 
shack where you 
can enjoy barbecues 
accompanied by the 
beats of local DJs.” 
Anne Sterringa, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons Palma

Blue Marlin, Ibiza, 
Balearics
–
“Moor off the coast 
and take the tender 
ashore to Cala Jondal, 
one of Ibiza’s  
best beaches, where 
Blue Marlin is the 
focal point. Languish 
on the huge beach 

The West 
Mediterranean is 
where the beach-

club scene first 
began. Pampelonne 

Beach in St Tropez 
has been attracting 

the jet set for decades 
and exclusive beach 

clubs have been 
popping up along 

the shorelines 
of surrounding 

cruising grounds 
ever since. Take 

the tender ashore, 
sink your toes in the 
sand and spend lazy 

afternoons with the 
glitterati enjoying 

the sunshine and 
sunset accompanied 

by chilled music, 
fantastic fare and 

cocktails. In the early 
evening, pre-club 
tunes hype up the 

atmosphere as party 
revellers prepare for 
a night at super-cool 

dance clubs. 

beds and hammocks, 
champagne in hand 
and toes in the sand. 
The club has a relaxed 
pace throughout the 
day, and as the sun 
sets the vibe picks up 
a beat or two.”
Cristabel Nye, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons London

Pacha, Ibiza, 
Balearics
–
“A trip to Ibiza 
wouldn’t be complete 
without a night at 
Pacha. The nightclub 
has been going strong 
for over 30 years and 
is an international 
brand with leading 
DJs fronting the 
entertainment.”
Cristabel Nye, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons London

Le Club 55, 
Pampelonne Beach, 
St Tropez
–
“Le Club 55 is the 
most legendary 
establishment along 
Pampelonne Beach. 
Although it is better 
known for its glamour 
and ambience than its 
restaurant scene,  
the menu of fresh fish 
and salads is ideal 
for a light lunch best 
enjoyed under the 
shade of the tamarisk 
trees on the terrace.”  
Molly Browne, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons, London

Nikki Beach, 
Pampelonne Beach, 
St Tropez
–
“Set back from the 
shore, Nikki Beach 

is a hang-out for the 
dedicated party 
crowd. Opulent and 
exclusive, its large 
wooden decks are 
strewn with day beds 
surrounding the 
pool.  Music beats and 
champagne flows all 
day. Secure yourself 
an upper level spot 
and enjoy sea views 
and watch the party 
scene below. “ 
Sussie Kidd, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons London

Les Caves Du Roy,  
St Tropez,  
Côte d’Azur
–
“Having spent the 
day in the sunshine, 
turn your attention 
to evening plans. 
Les Caves Du Roy 
nightclub in Hôtel 
Byblos is the obvious 
choice. As one of 
the most exclusive 
nightclubs in St 
Tropez, it has some 
of the best DJs in 
the country and 
never fails to attract 
a glamorous crowd. 
Enjoy a few drinks at 
your table and then 
gather your friends 
and dance into the 
early hours. A St 
Tropez big night out.   
Cristabel Nye, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons, London

Billionaire Club, 
Sardinia
–
“10 minutes inland by 
car from Porto Cervo 
is the hamlet  
of Pevero, home  
to the famous 
Billionaire Club and 
a number of other 
establishments. This 
is where the rich and 
famous come to party 
— by invitation only.”  
Molly Browne, charter 
broker, Camper & 
Nicholsons, London

Clockwise from  top left
–
Nikki Beach, Pampelonne,  
by day and night
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Cabrera, Balearics
–
“The Cabrera National Park is 
a haven for underwater flora 
and fauna and offers the most 
interesting dive sites in the 
area. Just ensure that permits 
have been pre-organised  
by your charter broker.”  
Anne Sterringa, charter broker, 
Camper & Nicholsons Palma

Benirras, Ibiza, Balearics
–
“This is a great place for 
snorkelling in the shallows. 
Anchor inside the cliff  
walls and jump in for an 
afternoon of snorkelling.”
Sandra Artiach, charter broker, 
Camper & Nicholsons Palma

La Maddalena,  
Sardinia
–
“Diving in Sardinia offers 
aquarium-like conditions 
and almost perfect visibility. 
Many people believe it is the 
most exciting diving area 
in the Mediterranean, and 
conditions are varied and 
suitable for all divers.

The main area is the 
Costa Smeralda and a major 
reason why the diving here is 
so good is that this corner of 
Sardinia is protected by  

The world beneath the ocean largely remains a mystery to us, which is why snorkelling and 
diving are so exciting — you never know quite what you’ll discover. During your charter, 
jump in and snorkel through the shallow waters that lap the shorelines, or take the plunge 
underwater to explore the shipwrecks that dot the seabed. 

virtue of being part of  
La Maddalena Archipelago 
National Park. The most 
spectacular feature is the 
underwater landscape of 
granite rock formations 
reminiscent of the Seychelles.

Some of the best dive 
sites include Picchi di Punta 
Coticcio where you will find 
moray, octopus, large grouper, 
beautiful nudibranchs, 
scorpionfish, lobster and 
schools of castagnole, 
creating a scene reminiscent 
of Secca dei Monaci in the  
Red Sea — a pair of 
underwater pinnacles 
renowned for their vivid red 
Gorgonian corals.

Grotta di San Francesco 
is also a favourite in Sardinia. 
Having been greeted by 
a grouper known as ‘the 
Receptionist’, you enter  
a tunnel and emerge in  
a clear aquamarine pool, 
open to the skies and 
framed by overhanging 
rock. Soaring granite walls, 
canyons, gulleys, caves and 
peaks provide a stunning 
backdrop for any dive, and 
the remarkable range of sea 
life in this so-called dead  
sea is the icing on the cake.”  
Tim Simond, founder of Dive  
in Style and Original Diving

Girolata Bay, Corsica
–
“Girolata,  on the west coast of 
Corsica, is one of the most scenic 
shorelines in the Mediterranean 
and is located in the territory  
of the impressive Scandola 
Nature Reserve. 

The protected Girolata 
Bay is the perfect place to 
snorkel and dive among 
wonderful caves where 
you can encounter some 
of the finest marine life the 
Mediterranean has to offer.”  
Sussie Kidd, charter broker, 
Camper & Nicholsons Antibes

Ponza, Amalfi Coast
–
“Ponza, and the uninhabited 
island of Palmarola just  
off the Amalfi Coast, are 
wonderful if you want to 
explore both natural and 
manmade sea caves.

Guests on charter can 
swim between adjoining 
rocky chambers that were 
hand-carved in early 
Roman times. Natural pools, 
vaulted ceilings and narrow 
swimming channels make it 
a magical place to explore.” 
Captain Glenn Shephard,  
54m (177’) Parsifal III,  
12 guests from €195,000  
per week



Grand Tour

S E A + I      69

Aboard ashore

Above
–
Dalt Villa, Ibiza

Left
–
Cabrera in the Balearics
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Dalt Vila, Ibiza, Balearics
–
“Dalt Vila is the medieval 
walled part of Ibiza Old Town, 
featuring an imposing castle 
and a 14th century cathedral 
at its summit. 

The castle was built 
during the 12th and 13th 
centuries and is now a Unesco 
World Heritage site. You can 
wander up to the top for  
great views of the town,  
then wind your way down  
for a cool drink. ”  
Sandra Artiach, charter broker, 
Camper & Nicholsons Palma

St-Paul-de-Vence +  
the Gorges du Verdon, 
Côte d’Azur
–
“While you’re visiting the 
beautiful medieval village 
of St-Paul-de-Vence, drop in 
to see the artistic exhibitions 
at the Fondation Maeght. 
Heading further afield, 
you can visit the Gorges 
du Verdon and Moustier: a 
famous archaeological site. 
On your travels you’ll come 
across stunning villages, 
great galleries and fabulous 
restaurants tucked away 
along the coastline — it really 
is worth taking the time to 
step ashore to explore.”
Sussie Kidd, charter broker, 
Camper & Nicholsons Antibes

Castello Aragonese, Ischia
–
“One of Ischia’s most 
impressive landmarks, 
Castello Aragonese occupies 
what was originally a piece 
of rock floating apart from 
the mainland. The fortress, 
which was built by Gerone 
di Siracusa, was joined to the 
island by a stone bridge and 
fortified against invaders by 
King Alfonso of Aragon in  
the 15th century.”
Pierre Hurel, charter broker, 
Camper & Nicholsons Monaco

Travellers have long been drawn to the glorious cultural and artistic 
heritage of the West Mediterranean. From Renaissance palaces to 
medieval, Greek and Roman remains, these cruising grounds have seen 
the birth of empires and cradled the growth of countless civilisations.

La Mortella Gardens, Ischia
–
“These stunning gardens 
were designed by the late 
English composer William 
Walton. Many musical 
concerts are hosted in 
 its amphitheatre.”
Diana L Brody, charter  
broker, Camper & Nicholsons 
Palm Beach 

Blue Grotto, Capri
–
“Explore Capri’s world-
famous Blue Grotto. The cave 
is illuminated  at certain times 
of day when sunlight passes 
through an underwater 
cavity, creating a reflection.

Discovered in 1826, the 
Grotto is a victim of its own 
charm as visitors arrive in 
their masses during peak 
months. You can avoid all 
this aboard a superyacht 
by escaping to secluded 
anchorages to the west of 
Capri and returning as the 
crowds depart.”  
Cristabel Nye, charter broker, 
Camper & Nicholsons London

Pompeii, Amalfi Coast
–
“While cruising the Amalfi 
Coast, venture inland to the 
ancient city of Pompeii for a 

historical thrill. Breathtakingly 
eerie, the city was rediscovered 
1,800 years after being  
buried under ash during the 
famous eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius in AD79.”  
Molly Browne, charter  broker, 
Camper & Nicholsons London

Ravello, Amalfi Coast
–
“The gardens of Ravello have 
inspired many masterpieces, 
most famously DH Lawrence’s 
novel Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover. Visit the gardens of the 
medieval Hotel Villa Cimbrone 
where you will find the well-
named Terrace of Infinity,  
and the gardens of the 13th 
century Villa Rufolo.”
Diana L Brody, charter broker, 
Camper & Nicholsons  
Palm Beach 

Valley Of Temples, Sicily
–
“Cruise to the southwest coast 
of Sicily and step ashore to 
the Valley Of Temples. The 
archaeological remains 
rival any in the world. I also 
recommend clients take 
a helicopter tour over the  
summit of Mount Etna.”  
Barbara Dawson, charter  
broker, Camper & Nicholsons 
Palm Beach


